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Newsletter No: 11             Wednesday, 27
th

 June, 2018 
 

Dear Parents and Friends, 
 
As the holidays approach, I would like to wish all staff, students and parents a safe and happy 
holiday.  It has been a busy and productive term with many events, activities and challenges 
throughout. The children and the whole community have worked very hard and deserve a chance to 
„re-charge‟ our energy levels.  

 
Your child‟s Semester One report cards will be available online on the Parent Lounge today from 
3.00pm. The past couple of weeks we have spent a lot of time writing and reading report cards. 
During this time, it has highlighted for me the diversity that we have here among our children.  
Achievement is not all about the „letters‟ of achievement on a report card but also about how your 
child is developing as a person.  We assess how your child has responded to the learning 
opportunities and challenges they have faced in the context of their school and classroom. All 
children are different and we need to acknowledge and celebrate this.  Your child‟s report card also 
has a section on student‟s Social Attitudes and Work Habits. This section is also really important as 
it reflects on your child‟s interpersonal skills and attitude towards their learning. 
 
When you read your child‟s report card use it as a chance to: celebrate your child‟s achievements, 
see where they have made gains, where they have become more confident, and identify any areas 
where they need to improve or try harder and how you can support them in these areas.  
 
I would like to thank the teachers for the amount of time and effort they have put into writing these 
report cards. Their dedication and commitment has been appreciated by all. If you have any 
questions or concerns about your child‟s report card please do not hesitate to speak to your child‟s 
teacher. 
 
Student report cards are just one method of reporting to parents. We value opportunities to discuss 
your child‟s progress at parent-teacher interviews, class meetings and individual discussions 
throughout the year.  
 
Finally, I leave you with an article from Michael Grose that includes some great tips for parents about 
reading your child‟s report card.  I hope that you find his tips useful. 
 
Enjoy time over the next two weeks being together as a family. I look forward to seeing you all back 
in Term Three feeling relaxed, refreshed and revitalised. 
 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

READING YOUR CHILD‟S REPORT - Michael Grose 

Reports can mean anxious times for children. Will my parents be 
disappointed or proud? This is the main concern of most children. 

Could try harder . . . always does her best . . . lacks concentration 
. . . easily distracted . . . a pleasure to teach . . . Do these 
comments, taken from a batch of student reports sound familiar?  

Student reports bring mixed feelings for parents. Pleasure and 
pride if they are performing well but considerable angst when 
children are not progressing as you hoped. Reports can mean 
anxious times for children too. Will my parents be disappointed or 
proud? This is the main concern of most children. Kids of all ages 
take their cues from their parents, so your reaction to their school 
report can affect the way they see themselves as learners and as 
people.  

1. Are your expectations for your son or daughter realistic 
and in line with their ability? Expectations are tricky. If they are 

too high then kids can be turned off learning. Too low and there is 
nothing to strive for. Pitch your expectations in line with your 
child‟s abilities. A quick check of your child‟s last report cards may 
provide you with a good yardstick.  

2. Do you believe that children learn at different rates? There 

are slow bloomers, late developers and steady-as-you-go kids in 
every classroom, so avoid comparing your child to siblings, your 
friends‟ children and even yourself when you were a child. 
Instead look for individual progress.  

3. Are you willing to safeguard your child‟s self-esteem 
rather than deflate it? Self-confidence is a pre-requisite for 

learning, so be prepared to be as positive and encouraging as 
possible.  

School reports come in different formats. Some are prescriptive 
while some use grading systems such as A, B, C, etc. with room 
for teacher comments. Regardless of the format school reports 
should provide you with an idea of your child‟s progress in all 
subject areas, their attitude and social development.  

Here are some ideas to consider when you open your child‟s 
report:  

Focus on strengths. Do you look for strengths or weaknesses 

first? The challenge is to focus on strengths even if they are not in 
the traditional 3Rs or core subjects.  

Take into account your child‟s effort and attitude to learning. If the 
report indicates that effort is below standard, then you have 
something to work on. If your child is putting in the required effort, 
then you cannot ask any more than that, regardless of the 
grading.  

Broaden your focus away from academic performance to form a 
picture of your child‟s progress as a member of a social setting. 
How your child gets along with his or her peers will influence his 
happiness and well-being, as well as give an indicator to his 
future. The skills of independence and co-operation are highly 
valued by employers so don‟t dismiss these as unimportant. Take 
note of student self- assessment. Kids are generally very honest 
and will give a realistic assessment of their progress. They are 
generally very perceptive so take note of their opinions.  

 

Discuss the report with your son or daughter talking about 
strengths first before looking at areas that need improvement. 
Ask for their opinion about how they performed and discuss their 
concerns. After reports are read and discussed celebrate your 
child‟s efforts with a special activity or treat. In this way you will 
recognise progress and remind them that the holidays are just 
around the corner when they can forget about assessment, tests 
and reports for a while. 

Written by Michael Grose 

Report Cards for Semester 1, 2018 
 
Report Cards will be available through Parent 
Lounge after 3pm Wednesday, 27th June.  
Information will be emailed out on the day.  Please check 
you are able to log into the Parent Lounge. 

 
1. To access Parent Lounge, start your internet browser 
and type in the URL for MacKillop School website:   
www.mnmrok.catholic.edu.au 
2. Click on Parent Lounge under Quick Links. 
3. Then click on Parent Lounge icon. 
4. Login with your username (6 Digit ID number) and the 
password remains the same as previously used.  
 
If you are new to our school or 
have forgotten or misplaced your 
password, click ‘Forgot 
Password?’.   
Type in your Username (6 digit ID 
code, which can also be found on 
your school fees – Account 
Number) and you will be emailed 
a link to reset your password.   
 

Please note, you must use the same email address as is 
used for your school newsletters. 

 
UNIFORM EXPECTATIONS 

 
A couple of weeks ago I outlined uniform expectations at 
MacKillop. I thought with holidays coming up I would remind 
parents about the correct shoes in case you are purchasing new 
ones over the holidays. 
 
At MacKillop, students are encouraged to have pride in and 
respect for their personal appearance. With this in mind, each 
student needs the support of their parents to wear a uniform 
which meets the school requirements. All families are made 
aware of these requirements at the time of enrolment. If you are 
unsure of acceptable items such as shoes, I would urge parents 
to check with our school policy and expectations prior to 
purchasing any new items.  
 
School shoes, must be totally black (including the soles of the 
shoes) leather or vinyl joggers. PLEASE NOTE LEATHER 
“STREET” STYLE SHOES SUCH AS KUSTOM BRAND AND 
“MARY-JANE” STYLES ARE NOT ACCEPTABLE. 

 
Another reminder is the style and cut of the hair. Hair for boys 
must not be over the collar and cannot be rats tails, tracks, 
mohawks or shorter than gauge 2. Girl‟s long hair must be tied 
back from the face. No student is permitted to have hair colouring 
or foils.  
 
TIRED LOOKING HATS - Recently I have noticed that there are 

a large number of hats that need to be replaced. Each child is 
expected to wear a school hat that reflects pride in themselves 

http://www.mnmrok.catholic.edu.au/


and our school. Please inspect your child‟s hat and replace if 
necessary. 
 
Also, with the colder weather please ensure your child is either 
wearing a MacKillop jumper that can be purchased from either 
our second hand uniform shop or Uniform Solutions or a plain 
navy jumper. Girls may wear plain, navy blue tights under their 
uniform. Girls and boys are permitted to wear plain, navy blue 
tracksuit pants over their uniform. Tracksuit pants are NOT to be 
worn under girl‟s dresses in place of tights. Thank you for 
supporting the school uniform guidelines. 
 

SCHOOL LEADERS 
 

We take this opportunity to thank both Sky Neal and Blake 
Defend for the wonderful way they have represented MacKillop 
this term as School Leaders.  Both children have set a good 
example to their peers and have served the community in their 
leadership duties well. We are very proud of you both and thank 
you for your diligence and effort on our behalf as a school. 
   
The Term Three leaders will be announced this Friday.  
 
 

DANCE FEVER LESSONS 
 

Once again this year all the students at MacKillop will be involved 
in a program at the school titled, „Dance Fever‟. Lessons 
commence next term and will continue every Tuesday during the 
term for a total of 10 weeks from Week 1 - 10.  The lessons are ½ 
hour in duration from Prep to Years 3 and 45 minutes for Years 4 
– 6. The lessons link with a number of Key Learning Areas 
including The Arts and Health and Physical Education. 
 
Dance Fever is an organised program designed to teach children 
social interaction through enjoyment that emanates from dance, 
whether it be dancing as an individual or couples, groups or as a 
team. Dance Fever helps children improve their self-expression, 
respect, etiquette, school spirit, teamwork and sportsmanship.  
 
This program is compulsory for all students to participate in. 
The cost is approx. $36 per child for the term and this 
amount will be charged to the Term Three school fee 
accounts.  
 
This year we will culminate the term of lessons with a 
DanceFever Challenge with a number of other Catholic 
Schools in the region. This will take place on Tuesday 17

th
 

September. Further information about this will be sent home 
next term. 

 
If you have any questions please contact me at school. 
 

NAIDOC WEEK 
 

During the second week of the school holidays (6 – 13 July) the 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander community will celebrate 
NAIDOC week. NAIDOC week is an annual celebration that is 
held across Australia during the month of July. It celebrates the 
unique history, culture and achievements of Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander peoples and is celebrated by all Australians.   Each 
year a theme is chosen to help celebrate NAIDOC Week, this 
year‟s theme is „Because of Her, We Can‟. The 2018 theme 

proudly acknowledges and honours the Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander women who have, and continue to make, 
invaluable contributions to our communities, our families, our rich 
history and our nation. 
www.naidoc.org.au  
 

How can we celebrate NAIDOC in our school community?  

 Participate in the planned activities in your school. 

 Attend NAIDOC Liturgy on the 23
rd

 July 2018 9.30am at 
St Joseph‟s Parish, North Mackay. 

 Share your stories with each other of Indigenous women 
who have made a significant impact in your life. 

 

Karlie Tatchell 
Regional Indigenous Education Liaison Officer 

YEAR 6 SCHOOL PHOTOS 

We currently have the following Year 6 School 

Photos on the noticeboard in our office for parents to 

order. Order forms are available in the office and all 

orders are to be placed directly with Advanced Life. 

* Year 6 Muck Up Photo 

* SRC 2018 

* House Captains 2018 

* School Leaders 2018 

 

PRAYERS 

 
Please remember in your prayers anyone who 
is sick within our community. We pray for God‟s 
healing and restoration. 
We pray for: 

 Gracie Norman‟s Poppy who is unwell at this time.  

 

VACATION CARE 

 
If you are requiring a position at our Outside School Hours Care 
program for the holidays or Pupil Free Day coming up, can you 
please contact Donna on 0417291439 to secure a place. The 
program can be found at the back of the newsletter. 

 

FREE ONLINE MAGAZINE ABOUT POSITIVE 
PARENTING OUT NOW! 

 
The latest issue of the free Qld Triple P Tippaper is out now! The 
theme for this issue is Assertive Discipline so there some great 
tips on effectively guiding kids‟ behaviour. Read about real-life 
Queensland families and stories including the dad who had to 
overcome his initial panic at the thought of being home alone with 
a toddler all day; the mum who saw through the social media 
„perfect parent‟ hype; ways to encourage kids to grow and eat 
healthy food; and lots more.  

 
 To read it online right now, go to: https://www.triplep-

parenting.net.au/qld-uken/blog-and-more/queensland-
parent-magazine/issue-5-assertive-discipline/ 

 
With thanks, 
The Triple P – Positive Parenting Program team 

TERM THREE 

COMMENCES  

MONDAY 16th  JULY  

 

Keep Smiling 

 
Allison Blakey 

Principal 

 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwi048HoruTaAhUTO7wKHc2mA2gQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://www.worldbulletin.net/christianity/135530/us-top-court-endorses-prayers-before-town-meetings&psig=AOvVaw0OS-etk04tWO4Hru0bHQw9&ust=1525259033298122
http://www.naidoc.org.au/
https://www.triplep-parenting.net.au/qld-uken/blog-and-more/queensland-parent-magazine/issue-5-assertive-discipline/
https://www.triplep-parenting.net.au/qld-uken/blog-and-more/queensland-parent-magazine/issue-5-assertive-discipline/
https://www.triplep-parenting.net.au/qld-uken/blog-and-more/queensland-parent-magazine/issue-5-assertive-discipline/
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwi048HoruTaAhUTO7wKHc2mA2gQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://www.worldbulletin.net/christianity/135530/us-top-court-endorses-prayers-before-town-meetings&psig=AOvVaw0OS-etk04tWO4Hru0bHQw9&ust=1525259033298122


 

 

 

 
 

Peter Mitchell, creator of „Making Jesus Real‟ says that 
„MJR‟ is a way of life, a way of living. 

MJR is aimed at helping young people gain and maintain a 
positive attitude to life by assisting them in the 

development of people skills and life skills. 
The main aspect of MJR is the Risen Jesus, who is 

amongst us in our lives each day, with the people we come 
in contact with. 

There is so much “Godness” around us, and we have to be 
switched on to it, by reflecting every day to see where Jesus 
has been for us that day.         (adapted from MJR Student Book - P. Mitchell) 

 

 
 

Here at MacKillop we follow the „MJR way‟. 
 

Some MJR words of encouragement: 
 

That‟s Incredible!   
How Extraordinary!   

Far Out!   
Outstanding Performance! 

 
„All Kids – all people – Need Encouragement!‟ 

 

Making Jesus Real in the way we greet, treat  
and speak to each other.  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

SACRAMENTAL DATES! 
 

First Communion Practice – Friday 20
th

 July 3:30pm 

 

First Communion Celebration -Parish Masses 21
st

/22
nd

 July 

 
Please pray for all those who continue their 

preparation for the Sacraments. 

Spend some quiet time with the Lord 

God Bless, 

Helen Privett 

Assistant Principal Religious Education 

 
We acknowledge the Traditional Owners of the land and pay respects to 

their Elders and all Elders, past, present and future. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LOST PROPERTY 
 

These items below have been handed in as lost property. If they  
 

   belong to your child, please see the admin staff in the office  
 

to collect them. Thank you. 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
CENT SALE & RAFFLE PRIZES 

 

We are starting to collect cent sale and raffle prizes for our fete 
this year.  If you wish to make a donation, please drop them off at 
the office. If you own a business this may be a great way to 
promote it. 
 
DATE CLAIMERS 

23 July – Fete / P&F Meeting - 6.30pm 

If you have any suggestions for the P & F, please fill out a 
suggestion form available in the office and pop it into the red 
box.  Alternatively you can email your suggestions to 
secretarymackillop@gmail.com  Remember to check out the 
MacKillop P & F page on the website where you can find our 
contact details and the latest meeting minutes.   

http://www.mnmrok.catholic.edu.au/parentsfriends.htm 
 

Mel, Paula, Kristy & Penny 

TUCKSHOP ROSTER 
 

 
PLEASE NOTE THERE WILL BE 

NO TUCKSHOP THIS FRIDAY 29
th

 
JUNE! 

 
   

Tuckshop helpers – please wear closed in shoes 
 

If you are unable to work your rostered day could you 
please contact Jo Oliver by phone or text 0413 672 920 

 
 

 
 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word is held at St Joseph’s Church on 

the 1
st
 & 3

rd
 Saturday 6pm Mass and 1

st
 & 3

rd
 Sunday 9am Mass 

of the month during school term and also at St Brendan’s church 

on 1
st
 & 3

rd
 Sunday7:30am  Masses of the Month. 

 

mailto:secretarymackillop@gmail.com


 
Prep J Orrin Abell 

 For consistently working hard on your handwriting.  
You are always listening to tips and striving for 
improvement.  It is great to see your confidence 
growing. 

 Lilly Finucan 
 For always being ready and eager to learn.  You 

always use the 5 L‟s of listening at group 
discussion times.  Once you start activities up at 
the tables, you do them independently, without 
disturbing others. 

 Isabelle O’Neill 
 Great job with English and Maths hands-on 

activities.  You enjoy all the learning gained during 
these activities.  If someone is having difficulty, 
you are willing to help them also. 

1P Laura Lindner 
 I can see that you are trying really hard to improve 

your handwriting Laura.  It is great to see you 
concentrating on writing your letters neatly in the 
red and blue lines.  Keep up the super work! 

 Cooper Shuttlewood 
 For working quickly and independently to create 

your own word cloud using the Tagxedo program.  
You were able to load your words and change the 
shape of your word cloud with ease.  Fantastic 
effort Cooper! 

2D Max Gauci 
 Max, you could use the number “202” and create a 

range of patterns that skip counted and went 
forwards and backwards.  I thought the pattern 
counting backwards in threes was very clever! 

 Sonya Ledwy 
 Thank you Sonya for taking extra special care 

when writing your “web”, based on your book “Hot 
Potatoes”.  When reading your work, I could 
clearly see six important facts you learnt from your 
book.  I can‟t wait to read the next one! 

2N Olivia Lucas 
 Your enthusiasm for Sports Day was infectious 

Olivia, you participated and you had a go. The 
smile on your face was terrific. I was also very 
pleased to see you encourage and support other 
people, especially in other teams. Fantastic 
Olivia.  

 Christian Nield 
 Your enthusiasm for Sports Day was infectious 

Christian, you participated and you had a go, and 
it paid off very well for you. I was also very 
pleased to see you encourage and support other 
people, especially in other teams. Fantastic 
Christian.  

3CR Callum McKenzie 
 For your persistence in writing.  You have worked 

hard on your story with pleasing results.  Well 
done! 

 Brayden Mitchell 
 For your enthusiasm in writing.  You worked hard 

and produced an interesting story.  Well done! 
4C Joe Dlask 

 Thank you Joe for being a willing assistant to me 
during shot put at the Sports Carnival.  Your help 
was very much appreciated! 

 Jazmine Finucan 
 Your work in Maths this week was awesome!  You 

were able to remember the strategy for multiplying 
a number by a multiple of ten, hundred or 
thousand, and could explain this method to the 
class.  Well done Jazmine! 

4M Eva Hooper 
 For the big effort you put into your Technology 

Design.  You had a clear picture in your head of 
what you wanted to accomplish and you did it!  
Way to go Eva! 

 Taj Jackson 
 It was great to see you critiquing your Roller 

Coaster Design when organising your materials to 
produce a working model.  Awesome effort Taj; it 
worked perfectly! 

5K Georgia Headland 
 For your „have a go‟ attitude.  You contribute to 

class discussion and participated well during our 
problem solving discussion. 

 Amelia Hopton 
 For your great ideas when organising your puppet 

show in Science. 
6PG Ashton Brazier 

 For your improved effort to stay focused on your 
classroom learning; listening and asking 
questions.  As a result, you are completing set 
work in a more timely manner.  So good to see, 
Ashton! 

 Jasslyn Laflamme 
 For taking responsibility for your own learning.  

You have shown that you can be self-directed to 
work independently and consequently wrote an 
exciting and engaging fantasy narrative.  Great 
work, Jasslyn! 

6R Mia Cundell 
 You showed wonderful enthusiasm to solve 

mathematical problems using the „Order of 
Operations‟.  I especially loved the way you 
persevered over the tricky sums until you reached 
a solution.  I also loved that you referred to your 
BOMDAS remembering strategy to help you keep 
your thinking on track! 

 Heath Doumergue 
 It was so good to see you taking on our 18, 2, 4, 3 

problem and experiencing success.  There is 
nothing like seeing the smile of success on your 
face and your enthusiasm to keep on trying when 
you are being challenged! 

PE Award Toby Reid 
 For the effort you put into beating your beep test 

score.  Well done Toby! 
 Cooper Shuttlewood 
 For the great listening you have been doing in PE.  

You have also been applying yourself in all PE 
tasks.  Well done Cooper! 

Principal‟s 
Award 

 
Alex Frost 

 In recognition of following in Mary MacKillop‟s 
footsteps of „seeing a need and doing something 
about it‟.  Thank you for emptying the rubbish on 
Wednesday.  I appreciated it. 

 Jasmine Gale 
 In recognition of following in Mary MacKillop‟s 

footsteps of „seeing a need and doing something 
about it‟.  Thank you for emptying the rubbish on 
Wednesday.  I appreciated it. 

 Amileah Wharrier 
 In recognition of your beautiful singing at our 

Opening and Blessing.  Thank you for joining in so 
reverently. 

 
                

 June 25 Charlie-Rose Carpenter 
  29 Tayla Myles 
 
 Holidays 
  
 July 02 Beau Ramshaw 
  02 Paige Roscher 
  07 Danielle Davey 
  09 Tahlia Jantzen 
  11 Jack Henderson 
  14 Billy Nielsen 
  15 Sophie Field  
      
 
  



 
 
I would like to say a big thank you to all the parents, students and 
staff for supporting our Book Club throughout Terms 1 and 2.  We 
have been able to purchase some fantastic books and resources for 
the library for students and staff to enjoy using our scholastic 
rewards. 
 
Save the Date: 

In Term 3 we will be holding our annual Book Fair on the 30
th
 July 

through to the 3
rd

 August. 
 
Have a wonderful break and thank you once again for your ongoing 
support. 
 
Marie Schembri  
Library Coordinator 

 
MACKILLOP ATHLETICS CARNIVAL  

 

I would like to express my gratitude to all of our MacKillop 
community - staff, parents and students for their assistance with the 
Athletics Carnival. I would especially like to thank those staff and 
parents who assisted with setting up the tents and equipment on the 
day and assisting at events and timekeeping.  The carnival could not 
have been possible without you!   

At the end of the day the points were as follows: 

1
st
 Blue (Fitzroy) 713 

2
nd

 Gold (Copperfield) 621 

3
rd

 Green (Merara) 578 

Congratulations also go to the following teams: 

War Cry Award –  

Merara (green) 
 

 

Team Spirit Award – Copperfield 

(gold)  
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AGE CHAMPIONS   

GIRLS BOYS 
8 Year – Georgie Rentoul 
9 Year – Amelia Hokins 
10 Year – Khiana Blakey 

11 Year old – Jessica Kelleher 
12 Year old – Hayley O‟Neill 

 

8 Year – Archer Durnsford 
9 Year – Roman Barrie  

10 Year – Joe Dlask 
11 Year – Marshall Hokins 

12 Year – Ben Devitt 

 

 

 
 

Various records were broken on the day…………fantastic 

achievement by the following students: 

 
200m Sprints 

 
Boys Born 2010 – Christian Nield 39:41 
Girls Born 2010 – Georgie Rentoul 45:31 

 
Discus 
 

William Murphy 8 Years Discus 12.60m 
 
Shot Put 
 

Jayden Cridland 8 Years Shot Put 6.03m 
 
1500m New Records 
 

Boys Born 2008 – Joe Dlask 7:11:15 
Girls Born 2008 – Georgia Headland 7:34:57 
Boys Born 2007 – Marshall Hokins 6:26:15 
Girls Born 2007 – Holly Pennisi 6:57:62 
Boys Born 2006 – Toby Reid 7:11:97 
Girls Born 2006 – Hayley O‟Neill 6:48:28 

 
 

High Jump 
 

11years Girls Jessica Kelleher 1.14m 
12 years Girls Abby Headland 1.14m 
12 years Boys Toby Reid & Blake Defend 1.17m 

 
 

CUMBERLAND ATHLETICS CARNIVAL 
 

Depending on students‟ performance at our school carnival they 
may have been selected to represent MacKillop at the Cumberland 
Athletics trials on Wednesday 25

th
 July at Whitsunday Anglican 

School.  A note was sent home on Monday with your child if they 
were selected.   
 

 



 



 

VACATION CARE PROGRAM 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

      
 

    
 

   
 
THANK YOU! 
 

- Special thanks to Jean Geiger for organising the Art Show.  

- P&F for providing wine and cheese for the evening.  

- Students for your wonderful contributions. 

- Parents, staff and students who attended. 



 


